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Event Planners Expect Slight, Not Severe Drop in Business

0 By SMERRI CRUZ

Travel planners are eapicling a beller
year=—in 2001

Muny travel professionals bave begun
boeobing corporate mechings, events and
iscendive travel, whal the indusine calls
ML, for mext year

BHatl they are scoimg little asctivity fow
cwenis i 2000

This & Dikely a carmyower from 2004,
when companics who were altaid o appear
financially imprudent in a down economy
restisiiod hag ofporslc cvenle of rewands
for 1o employess. This put a damper on
Bty throughout the couniy
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Bt that doscan’l meas there won 't be any
InCentive bookimgs 1his ¥oar 'i!.lnj Okl
nigs are waiting until the last minute o
make travel degiiioni, acconding o mogt-
1.7 pla:r.rnfr-.

Inemtnve travel i Sommonpiede m But-
A% {'n;']';w-r.illnm use Eclaways, sch 3% @
week™s stav own Hawan. to mobivale of
feward groups of salespoople, exedulives
of other employews for resching cerian
pioads.

But incentive ravel god & bad map afles
Amctican Intermnabonal Group Ing. beld an
expinsive retreat at the St Regs Mosarch
Beach i Dana Podnd skortly after takang a
goveimnent badloan

“The Al thing has hurd ¢very hobel

jand |} cvery company dong moclings and
mmcontives,” sasd Jaket

Hotels are boping that the AlG effect will
subdide this year a3 companies remember
the benclits of incentive fravel

Incentive travel as & reward can be
cheaper (han offering cash and it"s mn
imcontive thal many emplovess Tavor, said
Mana [Dales, wioe president of marketing
for INE

“When you bave & travel program,
there's .1.|1.|u|:||1. an pnnabe desire b earn it
Dales dand. "IUs & sirong, ;nmp-u.‘“in;h'
rewand,

Somc companies e tning o stnike a
balance —bookimg travel &t less eapensnve
hteds of mvitiag lewer employed

Saata Barbara-baied Elite Mectings
Interaational Inc., which connecis meeting
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CAL CPA Society, Orange Count
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CFO OF THE YEAR AWARDS
Dinner & Program

Fexly

&day, January

F 2, 2010

Hyatt Regéncy Irvine - 17900 Jamborées Rd
6:00 - B:00 p.m
Tickets 5125 - Table of Ten S1125
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Master of Ceremonies

Rob Ukropina

Partner,
Black Diamond Vemtures
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For reservations, phone 949 8338373 ext.209, or visit waw.ochj.com/event.asp
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=It"s all about tarpeting, ™ she said
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Luxury Hotels

The cuibacks have espocially huri luxory
botels, since they are commonly pan of
Hehlve pIOETRmE

“Everything just stopped cold™ alter the
AlG scandal, sand Kelly Foy, chiel execu-
tive of Elite Meetings,

High-ead hotels, such as those owned by
Four Scasons Hotels and Resorts and Eitz-
Carlten Hotel Co., misw are seen a8 too nx-
uriows, gven though many have adjusied
prices, Jaled said.

“Is & cabch 227 b sasd

ilet prodicts that cleeags will eventuslly
return to booking the lusury hotels

“The product 15 so gomsl,” he sanl,

Luxury botels in Newport Heach have 10
work ewven harder o lure ¢orporate mect-
:in;u:\. and incentive busineis

“We have beadwinds. poing againsd g on
the perceplion thal we'ne high-end luxary,
very expensive, said Gary Sherwin, chiel
exccutive of Visit Newport Beach Inc,, part
ol the ""\vli:wlpuﬁ Beach Conference &
Visors Burean

“In certain times that s & wonderful brand
1o have,” be sand.

The 5t Regis is toving 10 make the best of
its emgy meeting space by offenng avail-
able rooms to nonprofits for Free with a
10% discount on food and beverages, the
resort announced this week

Sherwin predicits companics will noed to
reium B0 face-to-face gathenings. That's
how relationships are developed. They
can'l videoconferenee forever. he sand

“Busigesis i3 bt on the seccess of rels-
tionships,” he said W
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